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EVANGELICAL  RECORDER. 


AUnURX,  8ATURI>At,  JULY  51,  1819. 


o.  30. 


BOTH  SIDES.  Egyptians,  Ke  tamed  their  heart  to  hate 

Jinni:  rt,  veal  cotresvondente  hetujeen  ft  people,  to  deal  subtil ly  with  his  servaijtH.” 
'Methodist  and  a  Calvinist  onthe  doctrme  Ps.  cv.  25  1  believe  tlmt “  the  an^cr  of  the 

of  Decrees.  Lord  was  kindled  ap;ainst  Israel,  and  he 

LETTF.R  IV.  moved  David  against  them  to  say,  go  num- 

THt  CALVINIST  TO  TTtE  MKTiioDiST.  bcT  Israel  atitl  Judah.^’  2  Sam.  xiiv.  1.  1 

(Conciudt^)  ^  believe  that  God  put  in  the  hearts  of  tiie 

’  18L.  kin^sof  the  earth  to  agree  and  give  their 

Sir,  ......  ,  ,  kin:;dom  unto  the  beast,  liev.  xvii.  IT.  I 

\  OUR  first  objection  being  removed  by  [j^Jieve  that  God  made  the  prophet  and  oth- 


I  oun  iirat  ijelievelnatiToamrtactnepropnetanuotn- 

Vourseir,  you  have  brought  forward  ers  to  err  f^rom  his  ways.  la.  Ixiii.  IT.  I  be* 

other  objections  against  the  doctrint?,  which  ijpye  tk^t  when  Joseph’s  brethren  hated  hiin 
you  ascribe  to  me.^  ’Ihey  are  scatteroil  and  sold  him  into  Egypt,  it  was  God  that  seat 
through  your  letter  in  such  a  manner,  that  before  them  to  preserve  life.  Gen.  xlv. 
I  find  some  difficulty  in  picking  them  out.  5,  £  believe  that  God  made  use  of  the 

and  stating  them  distinctly,  so  as  to  give  to  king  of  Assyria  as  the  rod  of  his  anger,  as 
‘each  a  distinct  consideration.  But  as  near  and  the  saw,  and.  the  statf,  in  his 

as  I  can  find  them  out,  they  are  as  foi-  bamh  with  which  the  Lord  performed  his 

\  I  ,  work  upon  mount  Zion  and  on  Jerusalem. 

.  1.  The  doctrine  that  God  y  worketh  all  j,.  15.  f  believe  that  the  king  of 

things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will,”  Babylon  was  God^s  battleax,  and  weapons 
destroys  the^  free  agency  of  the  creature,  war,  and  that  with  him  God  broke  in 
and  makes  him  a  machine.  2.  It  takes  a^  pieces  the  nations.  Jer.  li.  20.  I  believe 
Way  the  blame  of  sm  from  the  sinner,  and  ibat  “  the  Lord  stirred  up  an  ailversary  un¬ 
casts  it  upon  God.  3.  It  IS  contrary  to  the  Solomon,  Hadad  the  Edomite.”  And 
commands  of  God.  4.  It  renders  in  struc-  «God  stirred  him  up  another  ad  versa 
lion,  exhortation,  preaching,  &,c.  of  no  use.  ^v,  Rezon,  the  son  of  Elidah.”  1  Kings, 
5,  It  renders  it  as  proper  for  sinners  to  be  5^-^.  14^  £3.  1  believe  that  ‘‘  the  God  of'M- 

exhorted  tO  commit  murder  as  to  repent.  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Pul,  king  of 
f).  It  is  contrary  to  several  passages  of  Assyria,  and  the  spirit  of  Tilgath-pilneser, 
scripture  which  you  quotes  Before  I  pro-  Assyria,”  against  his  rebellious 

reed  to  consider  these  new  objections,  1  people;  and  that  by  their  instrumentality, 
think  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  explicit-  «be  carried  them  away.”  1  Chron.  v.  26. 
ly  what  I  do  believe  on  this  subject,  as  in  [  believe  that  in  the  former  state  of  th® 
.your  letter  you  ascribe  some  language  to  me  Jews,  wben  there  was  no  peace  to  him  that 
which  I  did  not  use.  y  ■,  r  1  went  out  or  came  in  because  of  the  affliction. 


which  I  did  not  use. 


WICKCU  lur  uiy  udj  cvn.  x  a>i.  j  believe  that «  Go(l  sent  an  evil  spirit  bc- 
I  do  believe  that  of  him  and  through  him,  tween  Abimilech  and  the  men  of  Shechein.’^ 
and  to  him,  are  all  things.  t^m.  xi.  36.  23,  and  tliat  he  put  a  lying  spirit 

I  do  believe  that  it  is  God  “  who  worketh  [jy  the  mouth  of  Ahab’s  prophets.  1  Kings 
nil  things  after  the  counsel  oHiis  own  will.  ’  23.  1  believe  that  God  raised  up  the 

tph.  h  IK  I  do  believe,  tnat  “there  are  gyii  Absalom’s  rebellion  against  David, 
tliversities  of  operations,  but  it  is  the  same  be  told  David  he  would.  2  Sam.  xii.  11. 
God  which  worketh  all  I  Cor.  xii.  j  believe,  that  when  Pharaoh  had  consented 

6.  I  do  belieA^  that  |S  God  which  w'ork-  to  let  Israel  go,  and  said  to  Moses,  “  Go  ve, 

eth  in  men  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  serve  the  Lofd,”  that  “  the  d  hnrdeked 
gowl  pleasure.  Phil,  lu  13.  1  do  believe,  Pharoah^s  heart  and  he  w'ould  not  let  them 

that  God  ^ys  true,  says.  Is.  xlv,  x.  2*^,  27.  I  believe  tliat  God 

7.  “I  am  the  Lord,  and  there  is  none  else,  hardened  the  spirit  of  Sihoo,  “aad  nuule 

I  form  the  light  and  create  oarA^Ois,  I  make  fiig  heart  obstinateJ^^  Deut.  ii.  SO.  I  be- 
peace  and  create  I  the  Lonl  do  all  that  the  Lord  mingled  a  perverse 

these  things^  I  do  believe  tliat  “  the  king’s  spirit  in  the  midst  of  Egypt.  Is.  xix.  14, 
heart  IS  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  ^at  £  believe  that  God  said  true,  when  he  said 
“  as  the  rivers  of  water,  he  turneth  it  wluUi-  -  £f  the  prophet  be  decieved  when  he  hath 
ersoever  he  will.  Proy.  xxi.  1.  I  believe  spoken  a  tiling, /t/ie  Lord  have  deceived 
that  when  God  s  people  were  among  the  that  prophet”  Ezek  xiy.  9^  |  believe 
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26  Ccdvinist  to  ike  Methodist. 


that  when  Christ  preached  among  the  Jews, 
“  they  could  not  believe,”  because,  as  Esai- 
as  said,  God  had.  blinded  their  eyes,  and 
liardened  their  heart,  that  they  should  not 
see  with  tlieir  eves,  and  undcrstsind  with 
their  heart,  and  be  coti verted,  and  he  should 
heal  them.  John  xii.  40.  1  believe  that 

the  non  elect  are  “blinded,  according  as  it 
is  written,  God  hat!i  given  them  the  spirit 
of  slumber,  eyes  that  they  sliould  not  see, 
and  ears  that  they  should  not  hear,  unto 
this  day.”  Rom.  xr.  7,  8.  1  believe  that 

it  is  proper  to  say  to  some  characters,  “  the 
Lord  hath  poured  out  upon  you  the  spirit 
of  deep  sleep,  and  hath  closed  your  eyi'S.” 
Is.  xxix.  10.  I  believe,  that  when  the  tab¬ 
ernacles  of  robbers  prosper  and  they  that 
provoke  God  arc  secure,  it  is  the  ha!]d  of 
the  Lord  tliat  hath  wroug:ht  this.  Job  xii. 
6,9.  I  believe  tlmt  “a  man's  heart  devi- 
seth  his  way,  but  the  Lord  directeth  his 
steps.”  Prov.  xvi.  9.  1  believe,  that  when 

a  king^loin  rises  or  falls,  “  this  matter  is  by 
the  decree  cf  the  watchers,  and  the  deuiaiid 
by  the  wortl  of  tiie  Holy  Ones,  to  the  in¬ 
tent  that  the  living  may  know  the  Most 
High  ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of  men,  and 
giveth  it  to  whomsoever  he  will.”  Dan.  iv. 
f7.  I  believe.tliat  long  before  Christ  came 
into  the  world,  “  seventy  weeks  were  deter’ 
mined, as  the  precise  time,  w  hen  he  should 
be  cut  olF,  but  not  for  himself.  Dan.  ix. 
24,  26.  1  believe  that  our  Lord  said  true, 

when  he  saul,  “  And  truly  the  Son  of  Man 
goeth  as  it  was  dotemiined,  but  woe  unto 
that  man  by  whom  he  is  betrayed.”  liUke 
xxii.  22.  I  believe  that  Chiisfe  was*  deliv¬ 
ered  by  the  determinate  counsel,  as  weli  as 
bv  the  foreknowledge  of  God,  and  by  w  ick¬ 
ed  hands  was  crucilied  and  slain.  Acts  ii. 
23.  I  believe  it  is  proper  to  say  to  (ijxl,as 
the  inspired  apostles  did,  “  For  of  a  truth 
against  thy  Holy  Child  Jesus,  whom  tlum 
hast  anoiJited,  both  Herod  and  Pontius  Pi¬ 
late,  with  the  gentiles  and  the  people  of  Is¬ 
rael,  w  ere  gathered  together,  for  to  do  wliat- 
soever  thy  liand  and  thy  counsel  determin¬ 
ed  before  to  be  done.”  Acts  iv.  27,  28. 
1  believe  that  Christ  is  ^‘a  stone  of  stum¬ 
bling  and  a  rock  of  offence,  even  to  them 
which  stumble  at  the  word,  being  disobedi- 
e.nt,  w'hereunto  also  they  were  appoinicd.” 
1  Pet.  ii.  8.  I  believe  “  tiiat  there  are 
certain  men  crept  in  unawares,  who  were 
before  of  old  ordained  to  this  comlemna- 
tiond'  Jude  4.  I  believe,  that  these,  as 
natural  brute  beasts,  made  to  be  taken  and 
destroi/ed,  speak  evil  of  the  tilings  that  tliey 
understand  not,  and  sh.ill  utterly  perish  m 
their  own  corruption.  2  Pet  ii.-12.  1  be¬ 

lieve  “  for  this  cause  God  shall  send  them 
fttroag  delusion,  tliat  they  should  believe  a 


lie,  that  they  all  might  be  damned,  w  ho  be*-* 
lieved  not  tlie  truth,  but  liad  pleasure  in 
unrighteousness.”  2  Thoss.  ii.  11,  12.  I 
believe  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  unto 
them  precp|>t  upon  precept,  precept  upon 
precept;  line  upon  line,  line  upon  line; 
here  a  little  and  there  a  little;  that  the ij 
ml^ht  "*0  and  fall  backward,  and  be  broken, 
and  snared,  and  taken.”  Is  xxviii.  13.  I 
believe  therefore,  that  Go<i  “hath  mercy 
on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  whom  lie 
w  iW  he  hardenethd^  Rom!  ix.  18.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  in  all  these  passages  of  scripture, 
God  means  as  he  says ;  and  that  they  are 
to  be  umlerstooil  according  to  their  plain 
obvious  import.  And  I  believe  that  they 
are  translated  correctly,  and  that  those  who 
attempt  to  «lo  violence  to  tliem,  in  order  to 
make  them  speak  a  different  language,  ex¬ 
pose  themselves  talhat  curse  denounced  in 
Uev.  xxii.  18,  19,  against  those  who  shall 
add  to,  or  take  from  the  word  of  God.- 
So  I  believe,  Amen.  This  is  God’s  own 
Uuiguage,  and  this  is  my  creed,  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  decrees  and  agency  of  God. 

Now  let  us  attend  to  your  objections  a^ 
gainst  it. 

First  yoa  object  that  it  destroy  s  the  free 
agenev  of  the  creature,  and  makes  liiin  a 
machine.  Hut  this  is  not  true.  A  free  a- 
gent  chooses.  A  machine  dues  not  choose, 
and  therefore  is  not  a  free  agent.  But  men 
^choose.  When  God  works  in  man  both  to 
will  and  to  do,  it  is  man  tliat  wills  and  does. 
Wlien  God  “  inrned  the  heart'*  of  tlie  Egyp¬ 
tians  “  to  hate  his  people,-*  the  Egyptians 
freely  and  vuluiilaL'tly  hated  his  people,  and 
dealt  subtilly  witli  his  servants.  If  free  a- 
gency  consists  in  choosing,  and  God  causes 
us  i<f  clunjse,  he  ns  to  b**  free  agents. 

2.  A"ou  object  that  this  doctrine  that  God 
“  worketh  all  things  after  tlie  counsel  of  his 
own  willj^  takes  away  the  blame  of  sin 
from  the  sinner,,  and  oasts  ic  uptm  Goil. 
I'his  is  the  some  objection  that  is  stated  by 
the  apostle,  Rom.  ix.  19,  “  Thou  wilt  say 
then  unto  me,  why  doth  He  yet  find  faulty, 
for  who  hath  rosisted  his  w  ill  r’  The  best 
answer  to  this  objection  is  tliat  which  God 
himself  gives,  in  the  next  verses.  “Nay,* 
but,  Oman,  wlio  art  thou  that  repliest  a- 
gainst  God  ?  Shall  t’le  thing  formed  say  to- 
him  formed  it,  why  hast  thou  made  me 
thus  ?  Hath  not  the  potter  power  over  the' 
clay  of  the  same  lump,  to  make  one  vessel- 
unto  honor,  an<l.  another  unto  dishonor?* 
What  if  God,  w  illing  to  show  his  wrath  and 
make  his  power  know  n,  endured  with  much 
long  suffering  tlie  vessels  of  wrath  fitted  to 
destruction and  that  he  might  make 
known  the  riches  of  his  glory  on  the  vessels* 
of  mercy  w  hicli  he  had  afore  prepared  un¬ 
to  glory 


I 


Both  Sides. 


^lir»s  la  the  answer  whirh  Ood  ^vesto  the 
^jbjcction,  and  it  ou;>ht  to  silence  the  objec¬ 
tion  forever.  But  if  you  still  repeat  the 
objection,  I  would  answer-  further,  in  the 
words  of  God,  “  Woe  unto  him  that  stri- 
veth  with  his  maker  !  I^ct  the  potsherds 
strive  with  the  potsherds  of  the  earth.  Shall 
the  clay  say  to  him  that  fashioneth  it,  what 
inakest  thou,  or  thy  work,  he  hath  no  hands. 
Isa.  xlv.  9.  “Shall  he  that  contendeth  with 
the  Alinijrhty  instruct  him?  lie  that 
reproveth  God,  let  him  answer  it.’’  Job 
xl.  i2.  Do  vou  ask  how  the  man  can  be 
to  blame,  when  acting  under  the  decree  and 
agency  of  God  ?  I  will  tell  you.  //e 
intends  evil.  His  design  is  a  wicked  de¬ 
sign.  His  spirit  is  a  bad  spirit.  When 
God  turned  tlie  heart  the  Kgyplians  to 
hate  his  people,  they  hated  his  people.  That 
hatred  of  Goirs  people  was  a  wicked  thing. 
'J'hey  were  to  blame  for  hating  God’s  peo¬ 
ple.  But  when  God  turned  their  heart  to 
iiate  his  people,  he  did  rigid,  because  he  did 
not  hate  his  people  himself,  but  loved 
them,  and  intended  to  make  the  hatred  of 
the  Egyptians  work  for  their  good.  And 
so  it  is  in  all  cases.  Joseph’s  brethren 
thought  evil  against  him,  and  were  to  blame 
for  it;  but  God  meant  it  unto  good,  and  he 
ilid  right.  When  God  made  use  of  the 
Assyrian  to  punish  Judah,  God  meant  to 
execute  rigiitcous  judgments,  and  he  did 
right ;  hut  the  Assyrian  meant  not  so,  nei- 
tlier  did  his  heart  think  so,  and  he  did 
wrong  ;  and  when  God  had  performed  his 
whole  work  with  him,  he  punished  him  for 
his  wickedness  in  doing  it. 

5.  \ou  object  that  the  doctrine  that  God 
worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of 
iiis  own  will,”  is  contrary  to  the  commands 
ol  God.  \ou  say,  “The  commands  of 
tjod  are  opposed  to  your  doctrine.”  Mv 
doctrine  is,  that  it  is  God  “who  worketh 
all  things  after  the  counsel  of  hisov/n  will.” 
When  you  say  that  the  commands  of  God 
are  opposed  to  this  doctrine,  do  you  mean 
that  there  is  au  inconsistency  between 
them,  so  that  they  cannot  both  be  true  ?  Or 
do  you  mean  only  that  there  is  such  a  dif¬ 
ference  as  lays  a  proper  foundation  for  a 
distinction  between  the  commands  of  Gml, 
ami  his  decrees?  I  believe  that  there  is  a 
diderence  between  the  commands  of  God 
and  his  decrees.  I  believe  the'eommands 
of  God  are  the  rule  of  our  duty,  and  that 
his  decrees  are  the  rule  by  which  he  regu¬ 
lates  his  own  conduct.  I  believe  that  lie  has 
ilecreed  some  things  which  he  has  not  com¬ 
manded,  and  tliat  he  commands  some  things 
which  he  has  not  decreed.  I  believe  he 
commanded  Pharaoh  to  let  his  people  go  ; 
ibr  he  said.  Ex.  iv.  23,  “  Let  nivson  go,  that 


he  may  serve  me.”  And  yet  I  believe  he 
had  decreed  that  Pharaoh  should  not  let 
them  go,  for  he  said,  verse  21,  “  But  I  will 
harden  his  heart,  that  he  shall  not  let  the 
people  go.”  I  believe  that  the  moral  law 
is  of  universal  and  perpetual  obligation, 
and  that  it  says,  Mark  xii.  31.  “Thou 
shalt  love  thy  iieiglibor  as  thyself.”  And 
yet  I  believe  God  had  decreed  that  the  E- 
gyptians  should  not  obey  this  command,  for 
he  says,  Ps.  cv.  25.  “He  turned  their 
heart  to  hate  his  [>eople,  to  deal  subtil ly 
with  his  servants.”  1  believe  that  he  com¬ 
mands  all  men  to  speak  the  truth,  for  he 
says,  Eph.  iv.  25,  “  Putting  away  lying, 
speak  every  man  truth  with  nis  neighbor.” 
And  yet  1  believe  he  had  decreed  that  tlia 
prophets  of  Ahab  should  lie  to  him,  for  the 
inspired  prophet  says,  1  Kings  xxii.  23, 
“  Now  therefore,  behold  the  Lord  hath  put 
a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  these  thy 
prophets.”  I  believe  that  God  commands 
all  men  to  walk  in  his  ways,  for  he  says, 
Deut.  viii.  Cl,  “Thou  shalt  keep  the  com¬ 
mand  incnts  of  the  I.ord  thy  God  to  walk* 
in  his  ways,  and  to  fear  him.”  And  yet 
I  believe  he  bad  decreed  that  the  prophet 
and  Olivers  should  disobey  this  command,  for 
j  the  prophet  says,  Is.  Ix.iii.  17,  “0  Lord,  why 
hast  thou  made  us  to  err  from  thy  ways, 
and  hardened  our  heart  from  thy  fear.^”  t  P 
believe  that  lie  commands  all  men  to  obey 
his  voice,  lor  he  says,  Deut.  xiii.  4,  “  Ye 
I  shall  walk  after  the  Lord  your  God,  and 
fear  him  and  keep  Fiis  commandments,  and 
obey  his  voice.”  And  yet  I  believe  that 
he  has  in  his  decree  appointed  some  to  be 
disobedient,  for  he  speaks,  1  Peter  ii.  8,  of 
“them  wliich  stumble  at  the  word,  being 
disobedient,  whereunto  also  they  were  ap¬ 
pointed.”  1  believe  that  God  has  com¬ 
manded  all  men  to  repent  and  be  converted, 
for  he  says,  Acts  iii.  19,  Repent  ye  there¬ 
fore,  and  be  converted.”  And.yet  I  be¬ 
lieve  God  when  he  says  of  some,  Jn.  xii.  40, 
that  “  he  liath  blinded  their  eyes  and  harden¬ 
ed  their  heait;  that  theysliould  not  see  witli 
their  eyes,  nor  understand  with  their  heart, 
and  be* converted.”  I  l>elieve  the  sixth  com¬ 
mand  mentis  of  universal  obligation,  in  w'hich 
God  says, “Thou  shalt  not  kill.”  And  yeti 
believe  that  it  was  a  part  of  God’s  “  deter¬ 
minate  couiiser^  that  Christ  should  be  taken, 
and  bv  wicked  hands  be  crucified  and  slain. 
Acts  Vi.  23.  And  I  also  believe  that  when 
Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate  and  the  Gentiles 
and  people  of  Israel  joined  together  for 
his  murimr,  it  was  a  truth,  (as  the  apostles 
said  to  God  in  their  prayer)  that  they  were 
o-atliered  together  for  to  ilo  w  hatsoever  God’s 
hand  and  God’s  counsel  determined  before 
to  be  done.  Acts  iv.  28.  Now,  sir*  if  you 
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can  make  out  any  inconsistency  here,  and  granted  that  there  is  no  diflerence  betw^ek 

5 rove  Uist  God  contradicts  himself,  you  can  the  commands  of  God.' arid  His  decrees, 
0  more  than  I  think  you  can.  '  '  where  there  Inanifestry^s  a  wide  difterehce. 

4.  You  object  that  the  doctrine  that  God  •  His  commands  are  the  rules  he  Has  given  us" 
worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his  by  which  we  are'  fo  regulate  our  'conduct.' 
own  will,”  renders  useless,  and  **  casts  an  His  decrees  are  the  determinations  he  has' 
absurdity  on  tliat  part  of  the  scriptures .  founded  respecting  his  own  comluct.  In 
which  consists  in  instruction,  exhorting, !  the  third  place,  it  must  lie  taken  for  granted,' 
invitation,  promises  of  rewards,  threaten-  that  the  oecreesof  God  are  the  rule  of  Our' 

• _ _  r  _ •  i  ^  _  1  '  1  ‘  1  •  I  I  j  V«.i  •  •«  i  •  _ X  !-•  ir _  ‘  T  _ ? 


reeled  his  apostles  to  say,  Phil.  ii.  12,  13,  i  somewhat  ambiguous.*  It  has  two  mean- 
“  Work  out  your  own  salvation  with  fear  '  irigs.  it  is  sometimes  put  for  the  command' 
and  trembling;  FOli  it  is  God  which  work-  or  law  of  God,  and  it  is  sometiiries  put  for 
eth  in  yon  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  his  decrees. '  ft  is*  put  for  his  la\y,  in  Eph. 
good  pleasure.”  God  thinks  that  this  doc- vi.'6,  “,Not  with  eye  service,  as  men  plcas- 
triiie  is  to  his  people  a  motive  to  obedience,'  ers,  but  as  the  servants  of  Christ,  doing  the 
and  I  believe  bis  people  Have  always  found'  tinll  of  God  from  tire  heart.”.  ’  It  is  put  for 
it  su,  whatever  others  may  have  thought  of  'jis  decree  in  Ist  Pet,\u,  17,  “For  it  is  bot- 
it.  As  to  its  remlering  preaciring  useless,  ter  if  the  ivill  of  God  be  so,  that  ye  suffer 
that  is  your  conclusion.  The  bible  teaches'  for  w'ell  doing  than  for  evil  doing.”  God 
no  such  thing,  'fhe  bible  teaches  that*  it  has  riot' commanded  that  men  should  be 
“pleases  by  ihe  toolislmess  of  preaching  punished  for  well  doing ;  but  it  is  sometimes 
to  sa'^  e  them  that  be  ileve.”  It  is  God  that  ins  will,  his  decree,  that  they  should.  Thft 
saves  them  ;  but  lie  makes  use  of  preach-  W’ord  will  is  put  for  decree  in  liev*  xtii.  17, 
ing  PS  an  instiument.  The  passages  I  b'aye*  “  For  God  hath  put  in  their  hearts  to  fulfip 
quoted  generally  represent  God  as  m'nking  his  iri//,  and  to  agree  and  give  tlieir  king-^ 
use  of  rneans  and  inshajinents  to  accom-  dom  unto  the  beast. V  lie  never  comman- 
plisli  his  purpose.  And  preaching  has  its  deil  men  to  give  their  kingdom  to  his  ene- 
use  top,  with  respect  to  those  w^liom  God  mies,  buthe  has  sometimes  decreed  that 
does  not  intend  to  save.  For  the  inspired  they  should.’  Now*  to  render  it  proper  to 
apostle  says,  S.Cor.  ii.  15,  10,  we  are  unto  exhort  men  to  commit  murder,  it  must  be 
God  a  sweet  savor  of.  Christ  in  them  that  proved  that  God  has  coininanded  them  to 
are  saved,  and  in  them  that  perlsii.’ '  To  commit  murder.'  'I'his  I  liavc'not  said, 
the  one  we  are  the  savor  of  death  unto  ThisT  do  not  belli  vr.  And  before  you  can 
death';  and  to  the  other  the  savor  of  life  draw  such  a  consequence  from  the  (loctrine.' 
unto  life.”  And  God  says  by  the  prophet  of  the  bible  that  it  is  Goil  ' “  who  work ctK 
Is.  xxviji.  13,  “  The  woii  d  of  the  Lord  all  things  afterthe  counsel  of  his  own  w  ill,”, 
unto  them  precept  upon  precept,  precept'  vou  ‘  must  prove  lliiit  this  doctrine  duea 
upim  precept.;  line  upon  line,  line  upon'  teach  'tliat  God  commands  men  to  coiu-"^ 
line,  here  a  little  and  there  a  little;  that  nrit  nnirder.  ...• 

theif 'might  f:o  and  fall  had’u  and  be  '  t).  You  object  that  the  doctrine  that  God, 
broken^  and  snared,  and  takhi.^-  .  »  •  *,  worketli  all  things  after  tlie  counsel  of  his 

i.  You  object  that  the  doctrine  that  God  own  will,”  is  contrary  to  several  passagei" 
“..worketh  all  things  afterthe  counsel  of  his’  of  scripture  which  you  quote.'  The  first' 
own  will,”  renders  it  as  hroper  to  exhort  ^  passage  is  Jariies  i.  13,*  “  Let  no  man  say! 


pent,  for  they  cannot  act  contrary  to  the  mit  sin. ’  *lVat,  sir,  I  never  said  he  did.*  I 
will  of  God.’*  '  *'  never  thought  lic  did.  '  My  doctrine  teach- 

’  That  this  objection  should. have  any  force,  es  no  such  thing.  To  tempt  is  to  persuade 
several  thinirs  niiist  be  taken  for  granted,'  riien  by  a  false  representation  of  things.' 
which  are  not.  true.  In  the  first  place,  if  It  is  to  tell  them  Vies.  This  God  never 
iriust  be  taken  for  granted  that  we  know  does.  '*  He  alwa'ys  tells  the  truth.  To 
what  the  decrees  ol  God  aie,  as  to  our  In-  tempt  mcii  to  sin,  by  telling  them  lies,  is 
lure  conduct;  but'Jhese  in  geriefal  we  do'  tlie  ofFice  of  satan.  .  When  God  put  a  ly- 
Tiot  know,  and  cannot  know,  any  further  ingspirif  in  the ‘mouth  of  Aliab’s  prophets, '* 
iHaivhe  thinks  proper  to  leveal  them  to  ns.  and  they  tempted,  him’  to  ^o  up  to  Ramoth  . 
In  the  second  place,  if  must  be  taken  for  Gilead,  it  was  not  God  that  told  the  Ues>’ 
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tempted  Ahab  to  go.  It  was  the  false  a  command  to  Pharaoh  to  let  his  people  go, 
prophets  and  the  lying  spirit  that  was  in  and  at  the  same  time  .to  saj,  **/ iriUftardiw 
their  mouth,  that  told  flie  lies.  When  Gpd  his  heart,  that  he  shall  not  let  the  people 
put  the  lying  spirit  in  their  mouths,  that  go.’^ 

was  a  distinct  act,  and  one  that  God  had  a  You  mention  two  or  three  other  passa- 
ri«rht  to  perform.  You  forget  that  I  believe  ges,  in  connection  with  these,  which  appear 
th^  act  of  God  in  governing  his  creatures,  to  teach  that  men  are  free  agents.  And 
and  the  act  of  the  creatures  when  acting  you  repeatedly  insist  upon  it,  in  various 
under  his  government  are  distinct  acts,  and  parts  of  your  letter,  that  men  are  free  a- 
ought  not  to  he  confounded.  You  forget  gents.  But  as  I  believe  this  as  firmly  as 
that  i  hold  that  when  God  turned  the  heart  you  do,  and  think  I  can  prove  it,  if  necessa- 
of  the  Egyptians  to  hate  his  people,  the  act  ry,  a  great  deal  stronger  than  you  have,  I 
of  turning  their  heart  only  was  the  act  of  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  any  fur- 
God,  while  the  act  of  hating  his  people,  was  ther  notice  of  (hem.  If  you  can  show  how 
the  act  of  the  Egyptians.  there  is  any  inconsistency  between  them 

'  The  second  passage  you  quote  is  1st  Cor.  and  those  which  teach  that  God  “  worketh 
TjAv.  33,  For  God  is  not  the  author  of  con-  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will,^’ 
fusion,  but  of  peace.”  I  tlo  not  say  that  it  will  be  time  enough  then  for  me  to  show 
Gml  is  the  author  of  confusion  nor  tlie  an-  that  they  are  all  perfectly  consistent  with 
fhor  of  sin;  by  the  author  of  sin,  1  under-  each  other,  and  that  in  them  all, God  means 
stand  the  actor,  the  doer,  the  perpetrator  of  just  as  he  says. 

It.  I  concur  with  you  exactly,  in  saying  as  I  have  now  gone  through  with  all  the  ob- 
you  do,‘^  Whosoever  then  first  transgressed,  iections  which  I  can  find  in  your  letter.  I 
was  the  autlior  of  the  first  sin.”  This  is  the  have  not  intended  to  pass  over  anything 
^ine  as  to  say,  that  when  Go<l  turned  the  which  could  be  of  any  importance.  I  hope 
hearts  of  the  Egyptians  to  hate  his  people,  in  your  next,  you  will  do  the  same  by  my 
it  was  the  Egyptians,  and  not  God,  that  ha-  letters,  and  not  forget  the  most  important 
ted  his  people ;  which  1  have  always  said,  parts  of  them,  as  you  did  before.  Of  the 
and  insisted  on.  passages  of  scripture  which  1  brought  for- 

’  The  third  passage  you  quote  is  Jer,  xxxii.  ward  to  show  the  absurdity  of  your  maxim, 
$5,  “  And  they  built  the  high  places  of  Baal,  you  take  no  notice  of  any  but  two.  And  of 
which  are  in  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hin-  these  you  say  very  little  ;  and  in-  4he 
fiom,  to  cause  their  sons  and  their  daugh-  little  you  do  say,  you  virtually  admit  all  I 
ters  to  p;iS8  through  the  fire  unto  Molech,  contended  for,  which  was,  that  they  are  to 
which  I  commanded  them  not,  neither  came  be  understood  exactly  as  they  say.  Of  the 
it  into  my  mind  that  they  should  do  this  passage  about  Pharaoh,  you  say,  “My  mind 
abomination,  to  cause  Judah  to  sin.”  What  on  this  subject  is  this,  that  God  hardened 
help  you  can  derive  from  this  passage,  a-  his  heart  by  refusing  to  bless  him.”  You 
gainst  the  doctrine  of  the  Bible,  that  it  is  admit,  then,  that  Goa  did  harden  his  hearty 
Ootl  “Who  worketh  all  things  after  the  which  was  all  I  contended  for.  You  un¬ 
counsel  of  his  o\yFi  wil),’^  1  cannot  see;  dertake  to  quote  what  I  said  and  say,  “you 
unless  you  can  first  make  out  that  the  com-  say,  God  did  make  the  heart  of  Pharaoh 
fiiands  of  God  and  his  decrees  are  the  same  wicked^  Now  Sir,  if  vou  will  look  again 
thing.  This  passage  assorts  that  God  did  you  will  find  that  I  did  not  say  so.  Mj 
not  command  tliem  to  offer  thc-ir  children  words  were,  “I  have  no  doubt  that  God  did 
to  Molech.  And  you  will  please  to  take  make  the  heart  of  Pharaoh  /rare?,”  w'hich 
notice  that  the  last  clause  is,  “Neither  is  just  what  God  says  he  did,  and  which  you 
came  it  info  my  mind  that  tliey  shmild  do  admit.  *  The  manner  in  which  he  did  it,  I 
this  abomimiiion.”  It  does  not  say,  neither  did  not  undertake  to  tell.  I  only  conten- 
came  it  into  my  mind  that  they  ivould  do  ded  that  he  did  do  what  he  said  he  did.— 
this  abomination.  It  does  not  teach  thait  The  other  passage  you  notice  is  Rev.  xvii. 
God  (lever  tlumght  that\they  would  do  this  IT.  You  observe,  “  And  your  comment  up- 
abomination,  but  that  he  never  commanded  on  jReu.  xvii.  17,  I  presume  is  not  correct, 
nor  required,  nor  thought  of  r(?qui ring  that  I  suppose  that  this  kingdom  was  a  very 
they  should  do  it.  before  you  can  derive  wickea  kingdom,  .and  it  was  given,  up  by 
any  help  from  this  passage  to’ prove  that  w  ay  of  punishment.”  This  is  all  you  say 
God  does  not  “work  all  thin^  after  the  ofit;.  Now  if  you  will  turn  to  my  first  let- 
counsel  of  his  own  will,”  you  must  prove  ter,  and  read  what  you  are  pleased  to  call 
that  God  does  not  and  cannot  command  a-  my  comment  upon  this  {lassage,  you  will 
ny  thing  but  what  he  decrees,  nor  decrees  find  it  as  follows : — I  believe  God,  when 
any  thing  but  what  he  commands.'  ‘You  he  says,  xvii,  17,  **  For  Gcd  Jmth  put 
must  prove  that  it  was  inconsistent  and  in  t/ieir/iecrfs  to  fulfil  Ilia  will,  and  to  agree 
fontraaictorv  for  God  to  send  Moses  .with 
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and  give  their  kingdom  unto  the  beast.” — 
And  yet  I  believe  that  to  give  their  kingdom 
to  the  beast,  God’s  enemy,  was  a  great  sin ; 
or  that  when  God  punished  them  for  it,  he 
did  justly.’^  This  was  all  my  comment. 
This  you  ‘‘  presume  is  not  correct.”  Why 
not?  Why,  because  you  think  it  was  a 
wicked  kingdom,  and  was  given  up  by  way 
of  punishment.  W  ell,  suppose  1  admit  that 
it  was  a  wicked  kingdom,  and  suppose  I 
admit  that  it  was  given  up  by  way  ot  pun¬ 
ishment?  I  see  not  how  this  proves  that 
God  did  not ‘.‘put  intheir  hecrts^^  to  give  it 
to  the  beast,  as  he  says  he  did,  nor  how  it 
proves  that  these  wicked  kings  performed 
a  holy  act  in  giving  their  kingdom  to  the 
beast.  To  do  any  thing  io  t!ie  purpose 
with  this  text,  you  must  show  either  that ; 
God  did  not  “put  in  their  hearts^'  to  give 
their  kingdom  to  the  beast,  as  he  says  he  did ; 
or  else  that  in  doing  so,  these  wicked  kings 
performed  an  act  of  holy  obedience  to  God. 
Neither  of  which  you  have  attempted  to 
do,  and  neither  of  which  I  conclude,  you 
will  atte^npt  to  do. 

You  ought  also  to  have  considered  the 
other  texts  which  I  brought  forward  in  or¬ 
der  to  siiow  the  absurdity  of  your  maxim. 
And  you  must  show  that  they  do  not  mean 
as  they  sav,  and  that  God  docs  not  dd  what 
he  says  he  does;  or  else  tliatifhe  does  so, 
then  the  effects,  which  he  says  he  produces, 
must  be  holy,  like  tlieir  cause;  tliat  is,  that 
Pharaoh’s  hardness  of  heart,  Sihon’s  obsti¬ 
nacy  of  hearf,  the  Egyptians  hatrefi  of  God's 
people,  and  the  like,  must  all  be  of  a  holy 
nature.  Jiet  me  hope  that  you  will  not  for- 
jfet  tins,  in  your  next;  and  that  you  will 
come  directly  to  the  point  in  dispute,  and 
not  attempt  to  change  the  ground,  or  get  a- 
wnv  from  it.  bv  talkinff  about  other  thinirs. 


way  from  it,  by  talking  about  other  things. 
And  when  you  iuive  considered  all  the  texts 
t  brongiit  forward  for  that  purpose,  and 
have  shown  that  they  are,  in  their  plain  ob¬ 
vious  meaning, entirely  consistent  witliyour 
maxim,  that  the  effect  and  the  cause  must 
be  of  the  same  nature.  I  hope  you  will  take 
un  inv  argumetits  again,  and  show  how  you 
can,  on  your  own  principles,  avoid  charg¬ 
ing  God  with  all  the  blame  of  sin,  and  yet 
hold  that  the  blame  belongs  to  the  cause, 
and  not  to  the  effect ;  and  also,  how  you 
can  believe,  as  you  appear  to  believe,  that 
our  free  agency" widen  is  something  good, 
is  liie  cause  of  sin,  and  yet  say  that  God 
cannot  “work  all  things  after  the  counsel 
ofhis  own  wili,”  because  a  good  cause  can¬ 
not  pi  oduce  a  bad  effect. 

When  you  liavc  done  all  this,  I  should 
like  to  have  you  answer,  if  you  are  willing 
to  answer,  the  fpiestions  I  put  in  my  last 
letter  about  your  mariiner  of  addicssinssin- 


ners  ;  whether  you  do,  in  speaking  to 
on  these  subjects,  make  a  free  use  of  the 
language  whic!*-  God  uses?  Whether  you 
tell  them  that  God  ** hardens  their  hearts 
gives  them  the  spirit  of  dumber,  sends  them 
\  strong  ddusion,  <Scc,?  Or  whether,  when 
you  are  speaking  on  tliese  subjects,  you  dp 
not  carefully  avoid  using  all  such  language 
of  the  Holy  Ghost?  Whether  vou  do  not 
condemn  me  and  others  for  Sjieaking  in  the 
very  words  of  the  Holy  Ghost?  When  I 
have  occasion  to  speak  of  the  decrees  and 
agency  of  God.  I  can  lind  no  other  lanr 
guage  so  suitable,  so  well  calculated  to  ex¬ 
press  my  ideas  on  the^^e  subjects,  as  the 
languageof  the  Bible.  The  language  wldch 
God  himself  uses,  is  the  language"vvhich  1 
use.  Tlie  “word*  which  the  Holy  Ghost 
teacheth,”  are  the  words  best  adapted  to 
convey  my  meaning  to  my  hearers.  When 
you  blame  me  for  using  such  language,  con¬ 
sider  whether  it  is  not  God  himself  tliat  vou 
blame.  You  say  you  cannot  agree  to  my 
explanations  of  the  scriptures.  But,  sir,  "l 
do  not  w'ish  to  give  any  explanation  to  these 
scriptures.  Their  meaning  is  as  plain,  and 
obvious,  and  full  to  the  point,  as  any  thing  I 
could  say.  They  express  my  meaning  exact¬ 
ly  and  fully  ;  and  I  do  not  wish  to  add  any 
thing  further.  Why  (hen  do  you  find  fault 
v\'itli  my  doctrine,  or  my  preaching?  Do  you 
mean  to  find  fault  with,  and  oppose  the  bible? 
Or  if  you  do  not,  why  do  you  find  fault  with 
me  for  only  repeating  what  the  hible  says? 
Will  you  s.iy  that  you  find  fault  with  me, "not 
for  repeating  w  hat  the  bible  says,  but  for  giv¬ 
ing  a  wrong  meaning  to  the  w  ords  of  the  bi¬ 
ble?  llow  doyou  know  I  give  a  wrong  mean¬ 
ing  to  them?  1  give  no  meaning  to  them  but 
their  plain  obvious  one.  1  tell  you  that 
when  I  use  tliese  words  of  the  bible  to  con¬ 
vey  my  ideas,  I  use  them  according  to  their 
common  acceptation.  I  mean  as  1  say^ 
when  I  use  them,  and  I  believe  God  means 
as  he  says,  when  he  uses  them.  If  these 
words  convey  a  w  rung  meaning  to  the  hear¬ 
ers,  it  is  not  my  fault,  for  they  are  Gotl’s 
own  words.  If  you  say  that  these  words  in 
their  common  acceptation  convey  a  wrong 
meaning  to  the  hearers,  and  leach  them 
what  is  not  true,  is  not  this  making  a  high 
charge  against  God  for  using  such  words  T 
Do  you  not  charge  God  with  folly,  in  choos^ 
ing  such  words  as  convey  a  wrong  mean¬ 
ing  to  tlic  hearers  ?  Do  you  not  charge 
God  with  falsehood,  for  saying  one  thing, 
and  meaning  another?  And  after  all,  how 
do  you  know  he  does  say  one  tiling  and 
mean  another?  How  do  you  know^  that  he 
does  not  mean  exactly  as  he  says?  How  do. 
you  know  that  his  words  are  not  to  be  un- 
derstoed  in  their  plain,  obvious,  literal  iin^ 
port  ? 
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I  feave  no\V  done,  Sir,  only  that  I  have 
4ne  request  to  make.  It  is  this,  that  when 
you  have  occasion  to  tell  what  iny  senti¬ 
ments  are,  vou  will  quote  my  own  words. 
This  is  no  inore  than  cominoti  justice,  and 
common  honesty,  and  is  what  I  have  a  ri^ht 
to  demand.  Whether  you  have  everyone 
otherwise,  on  other  occasions,  I  caunotsay; 
hut  in  your  letter  to  me,  you  have  mis-quo- 
ted  my  words  in  more  than  one  instance. 
If  you'  wish  to  tell  others  what  I  believe, 
you  are  welcome  to  read  them  my  creed. 
That  is  what  1  believe,  for  it  is  what  the 
bihle  says.  Will  you  tell  me  whether 
you  believe  ft  or  not  ? 

Before  I  close,  I  Would  just  obsen^e,  to 
prevent  misunderstanding,  that  in  this  let¬ 
ter,  as  ill  the  last,  my  object  has  been  to  an¬ 
swer  your  objections.  it  has  not  been  my 
object  directly  to  prove  the  doctrine  of  the 
flecrees  and  "agency  of  Goif.  If  I  was  to 
undertake  that,  1  should  have  more  to  say. 
But  I  liavc  thought  best  to  confine  myself, 
at  this  time,  to  your  objections.  In  the 
mean  time,  for  proof  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
universal  decrees  and  agency  of  God,  please 
to  look  out  and  read  a  few  hundred  of  those 
texts  referred  to  on  these  subjects  in  the 
scripture  Catechism.  Aufl  wlien  you  have 
read  them,  tell  me  whether  you  believe  that 
in  them  God  means  as  !ie  says  ^ 

Yours,  A  CALVINIST. 

Mw-Vorlc  Evangelical  Missionary  Socie- 
ty  o  f  young  Mm — Dec.  2,  1818. 

This  society  have  einploycd  Missiona¬ 
ries  to  extend  the  gospel  to  the  unevangel¬ 
ized  portions  of  the  city"  of  New-Y’^ork, — 
to  a  destitute  section  of  Perinsvlvania,— 
to  the  western  district  ot  tnts  state, — and  to 
the  exteiuled  dessolations  of  tlie  state  of 
(Teorgia. 

The  llev.  Klihu  W.  Baldwin  has  success¬ 
fully  latmu  red  in  that  portion  of  the  city 
called  Corlearshook. 

The  Rev.  Hutchins  Taylor  confined  his 
labours  to  Wilkesbarre  and  Kingston;  and 
afterwards  to  missiohate  at  discretion,  in 
tlie  Western  district. 

Rev.J.  H.  Mills,  is  stationed  at  Clarence. 

Rev.  Calvin  Colton  at  Leroy. 

llev.  Herman  Halsey,  at  Bergen  and 
Cavuga  Creek. 

ftev.  Sylvester  Eaton,  Centerville. 

Rev.  Norris  Bull,  at  Wai*savv. 

Rev.  Randolph  Stone,  to  spend  six  months 
in  the  destitute  parts  of  Georgia. 

Rev.  David  Teniiy  and  Rev.  Charles  S. 
Robinson  appointed,  forone  year  in  the  \fis- 
souri,  Illinois,  and  Indiana  Territories. 

Rev.  Truman  Osborn  in  the  county  of 
Wcstclie&tur  for  three  months* 


Extract  from  the  Beport. 

"The  aniount  of  good  which  has  heenf 
accomplished,  can  be  unfolded  only  at  that 
day  when  Missionary  Societies;  and  their 
Missio-narieSjand  the  destitute,  who  through 
their  instrumer.tality,  have  been  supplied 
with  the  Word  of  Life,  shall  stand  before 
the  Soil  of  Man.  We  would  record  it  as  a 
token  for  good  that  your  Missionaries  have’ 
been  enabled  to  collect,  organize,  and  build 
up  so  many  Churches  in  the  faith  and  order 
of  the  Gospel.  But,  to  the  honour  of  illim¬ 
itable  grace,  w"e  would  especially  record  it 
as  our  sweetest  encouragement,  and  our 
heaviest  impulse,  to  zealous  and  unyielding 
perseverance,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  has  de¬ 
scended  in  so  many  instances,  to  cheer  the 
hearts,  and  strengthen  the  hands,  of  your 
Missionaries,  by  tiie  special  and  liberal  ef¬ 
fusions  of  his  sacred  influence.  In  our  re¬ 
view  of  the  year  we  discover  little  else  hut 
tlie  monuments  of  saving  mercy;  and  our 
report  consists  of  little  else  than  tlie  narra¬ 
tion  cf  revivals  of  religion.  Not  merelj 
j  have  thousands  been  furnished  w  ith  the  ex- 
1  ternal  privileges  of  the  Gospel  through  your' 
rinsirumentality.  Brethren;  But  hundreds, 
j  w  e  trust  have  actually  been  born  of  God, 

1  w  ho  wull  not  cease  to  praise  the  Father  of 
i  mercies  for  the* existence  of  this  Society. — 
Bless  the  Lord,  O  our  souls  t  .  * 

The  Language  of  Praise^. 

The  character  of  Gon  is  composed  of  all 
the  amiable  and  venerable  attributes ;  anti 
is  of  course  beyond  all  other  characters  beau¬ 
tiful  and  desirable.  It  is  manifested  to 
creatures,  in  that  train  of  just,  dignified, 
and  beneficent  actions,  which  form  the  di¬ 
vine  government.  When  we  praise  him 
for  these  actions  we  testify  our  approbation 
of  the  character  which  tliey  unfold.  We 
testify  that  we  have  a  disposition  which  en¬ 
ables  us  to  relish  his  goodness,  his  justice,, 
his  w  isdom,  his  faithfulness,  and  his  purity 
1  which  rejoices  in  those  perfections,  which 
call  forth  his  owm  complacency  ;  which  de- 
lightii  to  view  such  a  God  as  our  God  ;  that 
w  e  have  a  disposition  like  his  disposition, 
relish  like  his;  that  we  delight  supremely 
in  the  faithful,  eternal,  and  alisufFicient 
iriend  of  virtue,  and  the  virtuous  ;  that  we 
love  his  inte.'^sts,  approve  of  his  govern¬ 
ment,  and  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  his  glory,— 
This  is  the  immediate,  the  natural  language 
of  praise,  tlie  voice  of  a  good  mind  ;  and 
more  melodious  to  the  ear  of  piety  than  tlio 
sweetest  inusick  made  in  the  heavens. 

Tlie  Man  of  Humility, 

Asa  particle  of  water  is  small  in  compar¬ 
ison  of  a  generous  stream,  so  the  man  ofhtt 


42  Ifhristian  Colony.^Heaven^s  Eternal  tClns:* 


miHtr  feels  small  before  the  great  family  of 
his  fellow  creatures.  He  values  bis  sOul, 
but  when  he  compares  it  to  the  great  soul 
of  mankind;  he  almost  forgets  and  loses 
sight  of  it;  for  the  governing  principle  of 
his  hdart  is  to  estimate  things  according  to 
their  worth  ;  when,  therefore;  he  indulges 
k  humble  comparison  with  his  Maker,  he 
feels  lost  in  the  infinite  fulness  and  bright¬ 
ness  of  divine  love,  as  a  ray  of  light  is  lost  in 
the  suh;  or  a  particle  of  water  in  the  ocean. 
It  inspires  him  with  the  most  grateful  feel¬ 
ing®  of  heart,  that  he  has  opportunity  to  be 
in  the  hand  of  God,  as  clay  in  the  hand  of 
the  potter;  and  as  he  considers  himself  in 
this  humble  light,  he  submits  the  nature  and 
size  of  his  future  vessel  entirely  to  God.  As 
his  pride  is  l6st  in  the  dust,  he  looks  up 
with  pleasure  towards  the  throne  of  God, 
and  rejoices  with  all  his  heart  in  the  recti¬ 
tude  of  the  divine  administration. 

— Dr.  SpttlxGi 
CHRISTIAN  COLONY. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  worthy  Clergy¬ 
man  in  Ohio,  to  the  Editor  of  the  Pano- 
plist. 

A  company  Is  about  forming  here  to 
plant  a  colony  in  the  heart  of  the  Indian 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  per¬ 
haps  up  Red  River,  for  the  purpose  of  civi¬ 
lizing  and  christianizing  the  natives*  Sev-  | 
eral  are  expecting  to  go  on  this  spring,  and 
explore  the  country;  and,  if  they  meet 
with  sufficient  encouragement,  to  return 
and  remove  the  colony  a  year  from  this 
spring.  .  It  is  probable,  that  30,  40  or  50 
families  may  be  obtained  to  go.  They  cal¬ 
culate  to  take  with  them  two  or  three  min¬ 
isters,  and  as  many  shool masters.  Thus 
they  will  carry  with  them  the  principles 
of  civili^ied  society.  May  God  bless  their  ! 
undeilaking.’* 

The  General  ^Missionary  Society  of  young 
people  for  the  Western  District  of  the 
State  of  JVew-Vork,  Feb.  10,  1819. 

Mr.  Crosby  received  a  commission.  May 
24,  1817.  He  laboured  in  Dryden,  Ger¬ 
man,  Cincinnatus  and  Cayuta.  He  closed 
his  mission  March  SO,  1818. 

Rev.  Mr.  Calhoun  accepted  a  coinmls- 
aion  Oct.  14,  1817,  He  visited  Benton, 
Reading,  Bethel,  Wayne,  Victor,  Farming- 
ton,  Rush,  Henrietta  and  Ontario.  He  la¬ 
boured  40  weeks. 

Dec.  1, 1817,  Mr.  R.  Page  began  a  mission 
to  the  south  western  part  of  the  District. 

Feb.  11,  1818,  Rev.  Elihu  Mason  was  ap¬ 
pointed  a  missionary  for  one  year,  to  labour 
at  his  discretion  in  the  towns  of  Leicester, 
Perry  and  vicinity. 


March  16,  Mr.Caleb  Clark  was  appointeif 
to  missionate  in  the  destitute  parts  of  Onei¬ 
da  county  13  weeks. 

May.  1,  Mr.  Williain  II.  Adams  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  labour  twelve  weeks  in  Tiogi 
county. 

July  1;  Rev.  Ammi  Nlchdl^  was  appoint¬ 
ed  seven  w^eeks  in  the  northern  parts  of  the 
county  of  Oneida. 

The  Society  in  the  course  of  thevear  rc^ 
Ceived  .J1661.  Paul  out  .$-1412. 

f  *  «  • 

,  .  •^'*atural  and  ^Moral  fnabllity: 

“  There  can  be  no  difllicultv  in  proving 
that  this  distinction  is  implied  throughout 
the  bible,  and  has  its  distinction  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  thingSj  and  so  far  from  beiri®:  novel; 
it  is  impossible  that  any  rational  creature 
can  be  unacquainted  with  it.  No  man  evei* 
yet  missed  the  distinction  between  the  sick 
servant  who  could  not  work,  and  the  la/v 
servant  who  liad  nb  heart  to  his  w^ork  ;  that 
is  betwixt  natural  and  moral  inability;  and 
no  man  could  govern  even  liis  domestics  in 
apro|)er  manner,  without  continually  ad* 

verting  to  it.^* - ^Scott’s  Works,  voi/2,  p. 

548; 

Heaven^ s  Eternal  Kingi 
I  amtUrLoud.  I  formed  the  earth  and  skr. 
IllumM  the  sun,  and  hung  his  fiaineson  high; 
Bade  worlds  in  millions,  star  tlie  etherial 
plain, 

And  built  the  secret  chambers  of  the  maint 
My  voice,  the  heaven,  and  heaven  of  heavent 
obey  ; 

And  Ocean,  Earth,  and  Hell,  confess  my 
sway*  [bounds, 

Tliro^  worlds,  on  worlds,  in  Beings  mighty 
That  roll  thro’  space  illimitable  rounds; 
Where  skies,  o’er  skies,  unmeasured  archet 
bend. 

And  stars  o’er  stars,  in  endless  pride  ascend , 
Where  the  suns  searching  beam  hath  never 
ray’d, 

Nor  scarce  an  angels  pinioned  fancy  stray’d; 
My  power,  my  wisdom,  witli  divine  controul 
Surveys,  preserves,  directs  and  moves  the 
whole.  [mind; 

All  these,  with  all  their  scenes,  the  eternal 
Ere  angels  sung,  or  heaven  began,  design’d. 
Whatever  my  voice  ordained  to  being  came, 
Touch’d  by  the  immortal,  all  inspiring  flame; 
In  all,  though  man  with  vain,  benighted  eye, 
Of  insect  Ken,  unnumbered  blots  descry. 
From  hells  deep  caves,  to  heavens  sublimest 
bound, 

No  stJ^in,  no  fault,  no  error,  can  be  found. 

DWIGHT, 

AUBURN— PUBLISHED  BY  CORNELIUS  DAVX*. 
David  Haoncy,  Printei* 


